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Jackie Knight’s Case
The child in need of assistance initiative is meant for children that have been neglected or abused or have a mental disorder and children whose guardians or parents are not able to give the proper attention or care to their children. For instance, in Maurice’s case where the mother, Jackie Knight, suffered a disorder hence was unable to offer attention and the right care to his child. The court’s main aim in CINA cases is obtaining a permanent placement for children that are consistent with their best interests. The law is designed to only separate a child from their parents when necessary for the well-being of the child. In all stages of CINA cases, where possible, and the best interest of a child, the law looks into the relatives and gives them priority other than non-relatives. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jackie Knight’s Constitutional Rights that were Violated
In the case of Jackie Knight, she had a sister living in Texas who is a relative to the child and should have been given priority to stay with Maurice before placing him in foster care (Skodak, 2013). This right was violated and Jackie’s child was placed in a foster home. Jackie grew up in six different foster homes, and in five homes, she was mistreated and abused. Her caregivers harmed her well-being as a child, and again CINA should have followed up consistently to ensure Jackie as a child was well placed in a home that gave her proper care and attention. Still, the law should have intervened to ensure that the foster families performed their duties well, according to the law and Jackie's rights were not violated, but they didn't. Jackie always ended up in the wrong hands (Skodak, 2013). This is a constitutional right that Jackie's lawyer could argue was violated because his client had a bad experience with foster care. She could have suffered mental trauma seeing her child go through the same.
Counter Arguments for the Department of Social Services
When the department of social services files a child in need of assistance, the case begins with shelter care hearing. Shelter care is a temporary measure of about 30 days, which happens in emergencies where the odds are against the welfare of the child. An example of an emergency is that of Jackie when the juvenile court found out that she was unable to provide proper care to her child they had to first place him in a foster home before any further hearings (Frederico et al., 2016). The next step is the adjudication hearing, where the court has to determine whether the allegations by the department of social services are valid. That is, the social services have to prove that the child's welfare is at stake if he or she ends up living with their parent. In the case of Jackie Knight, it was proven that she was unable to perform parental duties because she was diagnosed as mildly retarded.
It is at the disposition stage where the court decides whether the child is a candidate for a child in need assistance. At this stage, the court may return the child to the custody of the parent or give the child to someone who can offer proper care, for instance, in foster homes. At this stage, Jackie had the right to regain custody of her child based on the agreement she signed with the department of social services (Maguire-Jack & Negash, 2015). The conditions were that she had to, agree to attend parenting classes, meet weekly with the parenting aid from the department, and restrain from physically punishing her child. She followed the instructions and got back custody of Maurice. 
The Baltimore City department of social services had a duty to follow up on Maurice's well-being by scheduling visits, which they did, but ended up losing sight of the child. Jackie was then ordered by the juvenile court to produce the child before the court, but she didn't, and she acted in contempt. The attorney for the department of social service could counter-argue to say that the department followed all the steps in ensuring that Jackie was ready to have custody of her son. Still, Jackie ended up being in contempt by not producing the child before the court.
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